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Anticolonialism: How it Developed in the 20th Century, Motivators and its Success
Colonialism is a practice that involves domination of one person or race. It is closely related to imperialism which involves political and economic control on a dependent territory. In such a control, one country exercises power over another either through settlement or direct rule mechanisms. This is not a modern occurrence since it began a long time ago with societies such as Greeks and Romans. These forms of conquest were expected to benefit Europe and other foreign governments. Anti-colonialism was a movement that was in opposition to colonialism and imperialism acts. Its rise is seen in the 20th century through Africans and Asians who came up to challenge the western powers (Baranowski, 2011). This paper looks at the development of anti-colonialism and the motivation behind it. Anticolonialism developed as a resistance to the colonizers religious beliefs, the oppression that was meted against the colonized people and partly as a result of the enlightenment that resulted rom acquiring education; it can be considered to have been successful because through it, nations that had earlier being colonized got their independence through resistance.
Anticolonialism developed in the 20th century after the realization of the colonies that the motive of the Europeans, Americans and Japanese was more than what they knew. These empire builders later developed a sense of superiority threatening the very existence of the subjects. The need for a sense of identity and belonging, therefore, prompted people to begin anti-colonial campaigns (Shilliam, 2010). The need for nationalism saw many groups come up in an attempt to establish their independent ruler-ship. Therefore through the formation of national identities and movements in the subject lands, development of anti-colonialism begun. For instance, Napoleon's inversion is a clear example of how this happened. Educated Indians began to see the need for liberation led by Ram Mohan Roy (Chapter 37).
The oppression that came with colonialism was clear evidence to the locals that if they did not fight, then, they were in for oppression. The slavery which was later put on the subjects with the Europeans who now realized the potential that the colonial lands and resources had made an awakening prompting them into action. Furthermore, most of the leaders drew their inspiration from the education that they received from the British university. Such an enlightening was awake up call making most of them want to deliver themselves from a system which they perceived was full of self-interests (Chapter 12).
The realization that the Europeans were being selfish was a significant motivating factor. The locals through enlightenment which came through the formation of movements came to learn that the main aim of these people was amassing wealth and gaining control over natural resources which had remained unexploited for a long period. Furthermore, the subjects saw a need to protect their lands which had turned into a great asset for several empires. They could no longer cope with the tyrannical behaviour which was common with the foreign rulers who wanted to ensure total intimidation of the subjects' rights (Shilliam, 2010).
Some of the rebellion came from the realization that the western religious beliefs were slowly eroding the traditional religious beliefs at such a high rate. Therefore, religious leaders such as priests and prophets who were influential led the resistance to the colonial rule. For instance, in Tanganyika, Maji Maji rebellion which occurred between 1905 and 1906 had been organized by a local religious leader with the aim of driving out the Germans from East Africa. Even though their initial attempt through the use of water failed, they later revolted against the colonial rule through boycotting of goods, organizing political parties and also the pursuit of their policies through churches and organized religious group (Chapter 37). Furthermore, as a result of the success in some of these movements such as Indian nationalism and independence movement, there was a model which encouraged anti-colonial campaigns in other lands that were yet to get the enlightening. These boycotts, coupled with the enlightenment that was growing through British education was a significant motivation for anti-colonialism (Chapter 13).
Anticolonialism campaign was indeed successful. Some of the subjects began to participate in the then formed governments which were a big relief to them. Even though most of the colonial rulers granted only wealthy individuals the chance like in the case of India, this was key in making the subjects able to push their agendas. This was key in making some of the subjects to push further for independence which appeared to be the only way they would have delivered themselves. The success is, therefore, seen in the independence that was later gained by various nations such as India in 1947 making them break off from the European power of oppression. The success of these movements forms the main reason why more rebellion was witnessed after 20th century making almost all the colonized countries to begin the process towards their freedom (Chapter 12).
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, it is indeed true that colonialism was an oppressive force that begun through motives that were initially perceived to be good. The western powers, upon realization that there was a lot to benefit, began a scramble for power, a mechanism which saw most of the colonies rising and forming movements that were meant for liberation. Through activities that were driven by the desire to break from the colonial reign, the locals opted for rebellion, violence and boycott as a strategy to gain their own freedom. The motivation was both cultural and religiously driven which later gave most of these nations independence and some freedom. In a nutshell, the anticolonial struggles and movements seen in Asia and Africa were actually successful because they led to the independence of the nationals that were previously colonized.
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